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A What Kind of Pathologist?

Does anyone else think that we, in 
oral and maxillofacial pathology, 
have a problem?  It happened to me 
again just the other day.  The renal 
doc called the heme/onc doc to look 

at a tongue lesion; the heme/onc doc was clueless and 
called the derm people; the derm people suggested that 
oral pathology be called.  The response from the renal 
doc when I returned her page: “I’ve never heard of an 
oral pathologist!”.  Unfortunately, this seems to be 
the norm, rather than the exception.  How much oral 
disease is out there, in various stages of misdiagnosis 
and mismanagement is difficult to say, but there are 
entire states that don’t have an oral pathologist.  At 
least one study has already shown that patients who 
are ultimately referred to us for clinical evaluation 
have already seen at least two other doctors.  Should 
we assume that these patients are in the minority, and 
that the overwhelming majority of people with oral 
problems are being diagnosed and treated effectively?  
Currently we have 263 Fellows in the Academy, which 
works out to about one oral pathologist for every one 
million-plus people in the US.  Is it reasonable to 
assume that oral disease is being effectively managed 
with this ratio?

Size Matters

Given our small numbers, it’s no wonder that we have 
a visibility problem!   And many of the problems with 
which we are faced every day probably stem directly 
from the fact that we appear on nobody’s radar screen.  
Why is our specialty status being challenged?  Why have 
we, as an Academy, not been contacted regarding issues 
such as oral cancer, sanguinaria-related leukoplakia or 

the risks of smokeless tobacco?  My feeling is that 
we are such a small group that we are often simply 
overlooked.  Even in those situations where we could 
contribute significantly, we tend to defer because any 
legal action might wipe us out financially.   We must 
correct this situation.  Relying on our good works and 
“word of mouth” hasn’t done the trick.  Some would 
say this is a job for professional marketing.  But really, 
before we embark on a marketing campaign, we have to 
figure out what it is that we’re trying to accomplish.

Who Are We, Anyhow?

Maybe before we do that, we should agree on what 
defines our specialty.  The last time I checked, our 
educational standards set out at least two broad areas:  
histopathologic diagnosis and clinical diagnosis.  
We’ve been in discussions with Fellows who seem to 
emphasize one (usually histopathologic diagnosis) over 
the other.  Is this reasonable?  Do any other specialties 
have this problem?  Let’s compare our situation to 
that of Plastic Surgery.  Some plastic surgeons operate 
only cosmetic cases, others operate only congenital 
anomalies, others specialize in burn management, 
and still others concentrate on hand injuries.  They all 
train as plastic surgeons initially, however.  In a major 
medical center, a plastic surgeon with a limited practice 
(caring for burn patients, for example) may be quite 
busy.  In a smaller hospital, the plastic surgeon will 
probably have to do a bit of everything in order to make 
a living.

Would it make much sense if the subset of plastic 
surgeons who only did cosmetic surgery suggested 
that the manner in which they’ve limited their practice 
was the only correct way to define plastic surgery?  By 
way of analogy, some in our ranks believe that oral 
pathologists practicing outside a dental school should 

- Continued on page 8 -
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IN MEMORIAM
Dr. Steve Kolas

 (died January, 2003)

Dr. Steve Kolas was born in Korcha, Albania, grew up in 
Cleveland, Ohio and attended West Tech High School.  
As a predental student at The Ohio State University, 
Steve lettered in wrestling in 1944. He attended Dental 
School at Ohio State and after graduation he joined the 
faculty as a popular teaching assistant and instructor 
while pursuing a graduate degree in pathology under 
Dr. Hamilton B. G. Robinson.  He earned his M.Sc. 
degree in pathology in 1954 and became a regular 
faculty member at the rank of Assistant Professor. In 
1958, Steve became Chairman of Oral Pathology at 
the rank of Associate Professor on the departure of 
his mentor, Ham Robinson who became Dean of the 
University of Missouri Dental School at Kansas City. 
Steve remained Chairman and in 1967 he was promoted 
to the rank of Professor.  He will be remembered by his 
colleagues and students at Ohio State for his teaching 
in dental radiology and oral pathology and for his 
pleasing personality.  In 1968, Steve left Ohio State to 
join his classmate and teaching associate Dr. Judson C. 
Hickey who had been appointed Dean of the Medical 
College of Georgia School of Dentistry in Augusta. Dr. 
Kolas founded the Oral Pathology department there 
and remained in that position until his retirement.   

Dr. Kolas was appointed Associate Dean (For Student 
Affairs) in 1977 at the Medical College of Georgia; 
School of Dentistry and also chairman of Faculty 
Promotions Committee, from 1972-79.  He was a 
consultant for the Veterans Administration Hospital 
and Fort Gordon Hospital in Augusta, Georgia.  Dr. 
Kolas was representative of MCG School of Dentistry 
to Council of Faculties of American Association of 
Dental Schools from 1972-75.  He was also a member 
of the Education Committee of American Cancer 
Society (South-East Division).

Submitted by Drs. Gus Cavalaris and Baldev Singh

Professor Emeritus Robert A. Goepp 
(1930-2003)

Robert A. Goepp, age 72, died March 30, 2003 because 
of a respiratory illness. Dr. Goepp was a dentist and 
oral & maxillofacial pathologist who devoted his 
career to teaching and research.  He was a professor at 
the University of Chicago, where he rose to Professor 
Emeritus status.

Dr. Goepp was born on November 3, 1930 in Chicago, 
Illinois.  Dr. Goepp received his BS degree in 1953 and 
DDS degree in 1957 from Loyola University.  He was 
married to his classmate Dr. Iraida Pineeiro in 1960.  
Dr. Goepp received his PhD from the University of 
Chicago in Pathology in 1967.  He was a Diplomate 
of the ABOMP and ABOMR.  He was Director of the 
Zoller Dental Clinic at the University of Chicago from 
1979 to 1987.

Dr. Goepp had diverse research experiences including 
development of a birth control device, but his notable 
research was the effect of radiation on the oral mucosa.  
He was a contributor and reviewer of scientific articles 
for ADA Journal.  He was one of the Founders of the 
Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology.

But his greatest contribution to the dental and scientific 
community is many postdoctoral fellows and graduate 
students whom he trained and inspired that have gone 
on to lead many top clinics and universities around 
the world.

Bob had a strong and resilient personality with a delicate 
and humane manner.  He loved art and played piano 
well.  He was a devoted husband to his wife, Iraida, a 
loving and responsible father to his children, Robert C., 
(Heidi) and Myra, and to his two grandchildren, Alex 
and Charles Schurman.  He was an inspiring teacher 
and scholar to his students and a creative scientist to 
his peers.

He will be missed.

Reza Mostofi
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AAOMP Contributors
(October 2002 – June 2003)

Rafik A. Abdelsayed, DDS, MS
Albert M. Abrams, DDS, MS
James C. Adrian, DDS, MS
Carl M. Allen, DDS, MSD

Billy N. Appel, DDS
Paul L. Auclair, DMD, MS
Charles E. Barr, DDS, MS

Ronald A. Baughman, DDS, MSD
Indraneel Bhattacharyya, DDS, MSD
Jerry E. Bouquot, DDS, MSD, FICD

Robert B. Brannon, DDS, MSD
Karl W. Bruce, DDS

William M. Carpenter, DDS, MS
Edmund F. Cataldo, DDS, MS

Sow-Yeh Chen, DMD, PhD
Lydia L. Chen, DMD

Jaeo Cho, DDS, MSD, PhD
Endy Chung, DDS

Deborah B. Cleveland, DDS
Donald M. Cohen, DMD, MS, MBA

Maria A. Copete, DDS, MS
Kitrina G. Cordell, DDS

Russell L. Corio, DDS, MSD, MA
Richard M. Courtney, DDS

E. James Cundiff, DDS
Eva C. Dahl, DDS

Troy E. Daniels, DDS, MS
Alan J. Drinnan, MD, DDS

Col. Paul A. Edwards, DMD, PhD
Ellen Eisenberg, DMD
Leon Eisenbud, DDS

Nadia Enani, BDS, MS
Lewis Roy Eversole, DDS, MSD, MA

John E. Fantasia, DDS
Sandra Felefli, DDS, MS
Robert D. Foss, DDS, MS

Craig B. Fowler, Colonel, USAF, DC
George T. Gallagher, DMD, DMSc

Theresa S. Gonzales, DMD, MS
Alan R. Gould, DDS, MS

Janice Handlers, DDS
German A. Hernandez-Lopez, DDS

John L. Hicks, DDS
Stanley A. Hirsch, DDS, MS

Seymour Hoffman, DDS
Robert M. Howell, DDS

Francis V. Howell, DDS, MS
Ying-Tai Jin, DDS, MS

Sadru P. Kabani, DMD, MS
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Yoichiro Kameyama, DDS, PhD
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Ordie H. King Jr., DDS, PhD
Cindy Kleinegger, DDS, MS
Ioannis G. Koutlas, DDS, MS

James Kratochvil, DDS
Zoya B. Kurago, DDS, PhD
Alan S. Leider, DDS, MA

Barnet M. Levy, DDS
Michael Liebler, DDS

Louis M. Lin, DMD, PhD
Miro Makek, MD

R. John McComb, DDS
J. Michael McCoy, DDS, PC
Raymond J. Melrose, DDS

Arthur S. Miller, DMD
Thomas H. Morton, Jr., DDS, MSD

Reza S. Mostofi, DMD, MS
Valerie A. Murrah, DMD, MS

Brad W. Neville, DDS
Walter A. Orlowski, DDS
Araceli Ortiz, DMD, MSD

Frederick D. Peagler, DDS, MSD
Marie A. Ramer, DDS

Robert S. Redman, DDS, MSD, PhD
Gordon M. Rick, DDS, MS
Edward P. Rossi, DDS, MS

Nathaniel H. Rowe, DDS, MSD
William R. Sabes, DDS, MSD

Nasser Said Al-Naief, DDS, MS
J. Philip Sapp, DDS, MS

Baldev Singh, DDS
Dennis Solt, DMD, PhD, DDS

David G. Stahl, DMD, PC
Diane Stern, DDS

Patricia A. Suarez Hamoudi, DDS
Don-John Summerlin, DMD, MS
Kurt F. Summersgill, DDS, PhD

Di Sun, DDS, PhD
Mary E. Terkoski, DDS

Charles E. Tomich, DDS, MSD
Denise A. Trochesset, DDS

John N. Trodahl, DDS, MSD
James E. Turner, DDS

Ines Velez, DDS
Dwight R. Weathers, DDS, MSD
William B. Wescott, DMD, MS

Dean K. White, DDS
Norman K. Wood, DDS, MS, PhD

Ratthapong Worawongvasu, DDS, MS
John M. Wright, DDS
Josephine Wu, DDS

Mehdi Yousefi, DMD, MS
Susan L. Zunt, DDS, MS
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2002-2003 
Dental Student Award Winners

Anthony Alonso, Jr., DMD
Boston, MA  USA

Michelle M. Breault, BSc, DDS
Edmonton, ALB  Canada

David M. Bunkall, DDS
St. Louis, MO  USA

Turner P. Emery, DMD
Gainesville, FL  USA

David M. Kennedy, DDS
Los Angeles, CA  USA

Shannon E. Lacey, DDS
Belgrade, MT  USA

Michael W. Laughlin, DDS
Maquoketa, IA  USA

Cara A. Lund, DMD
Belmont, MA  USA

Phillip G. Monroy, DDS
Ann Arbor, MI  USA

Mairelys Rodriguez, DMD
Philadelphia, PA  USA

Deborah L. Simpkins, DDS
Bradenton, FL  USA

Angela J. Yoon, DDS
New York, NY  USA

2002-2003 New Members

Muhammad M. Al Bush, DDS
Damascus, Syria

Robert Alonso, DDS, DABFE, DABFD

Somers, NY  USA

Christopher R. Baldwin, DDS
Kapuskasing, ONT  Canada

Thomas Baumgardner, Jr., DMD
Monument, CO  USA

Stephen A. Bowie, DMD
Spartanburg, SC  USA

Martha J. Braid, DMD
Kansas City, MO  USA

Deepika Chugh, DDS
Mississauga, ONT  Canada

Elissa A. Eaton, DMD
Buffalo, NY  USA

Rana E. Ghazala, DMD
Charlotte, NC  USA

Randal G. Glover, DDS
Edmonton, AB  Canada

Davis Massey Hugh, DDS, PhD, MD

Richmond, VA  USA

Christine Kim, DDS
Long Beach, CA  USA

Renee F. Kunen, DDS
New York, NY  USA

Anita Po Yee Ling, DDS
Flushing, NY  USA

Allison R. Mang, DMD
Regina, SK  Canada

Luis E. Martinez, DDS
Buffalo, NY  USA

Nagamani Narayana, DMD
Flushing, NY  USA

Jennifer J. Oh, DDS
Loma Linda, CA  USA

Gregory D. Olsen, DDS
Indianapolis, IN  USA

Yeshwant Bhupendra Rawal, MDS

Columbus, OH  USA

Rosa H. Robison, MD, DDS
Windermere, FL  USA

Rima Ahmad Safadi, BDS
Iowa City, IA  USA

Eric St. Germain, DDS
Hampden, ME  USA

Thomas R. Stark, DDS, Capt.
Iowa City, IA  USA

Marc Stokes, DDS
Laurel, MD  USA

Lakshmanan Suresh, BDS, FDSRCPS

Amherst, NY  USA

Fernando Tenorio, DDS
Mexico City, DF  Mexico

Marco A. Torres, DDS
Queretaro,   Mexico

Alica C. Torres-Rendon, MD
Guadalajara, Jalisco  Mexico

Douglas A. Von Kaenel, DDS
Chicago, IL  USA

Russell S. Warren, DDS, MD
Lubbock, TX  USA

LTC Preston Q. Welch, DMD
Alexandria, VA  USA

Michele C. White, DDS
Citra, FL  USA

Fred A. White, DDS
Citra, FL  USA

Eli M. Whitney, DDS
N. Vancouver, BC  Canada

Barry R. Wolinsky, DDS, MS
Springfield, NJ  USA

Victoria L. Woo, DDS
New Hyde Park, NY  USA

Congratulations to the
“2003 Gorlin

  Award Winner”

Paul C. Edwards, DDS

Long Island 
Jewish Medical Center
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fit only into a general pathology department.  While 
that might work in a really large tertiary care center, 
most hospitals don’t see that many oral/head and neck 
cases.  One suggested solution:  MD degrees for oral 
pathologists.  But is this reasonable?  To my knowledge, 
the few oral pathologists who have gone this route have 
ended up predominantly practicing general pathology, 
as these positions are typically more lucrative and are 
much more widely available.

Does this mean oral pathologists are forever excluded 
from working in hospitals?  Not necessarily.  We 
currently have colleagues working in hospitals, with 
minimal dental school affiliation, and these people 
are making a very decent living by using both their 
histopathologic and clinical diagnostic skills.  All 
without MD degrees.  When I question my physician 
friends about the necessity of an MD degree, their 
typical response is:  why?  They point out that, as oral 
pathologists, we have a unique set of diagnostic skills 
- no other specialty of medicine or dentistry can claim 
to understand the full scope of oral diseases as we do.  
Not only can we contribute in the area of head and 
neck histopathology, but we can contribute clinically 
by seeing patients referred from otolaryngology, 
dermatology, rheumatology, hematology/oncology, 
and general internal medicine.  

Where Do We Go From Here?

The Academy has to make some critical decisions 
in the near future.  The issues described above have 
been debated in several committees as well as in 
Executive Council.  Our membership is graying, and 
it is difficult to attract quality people for our residency 
training programs, given the present scenario.  We 
may be able to hang on for the short term (10-20 
years), but I would regard the long-term prognosis 
as “guarded”.  Informing the health care community 
about who we are and what we can contribute to health 
care is, in my view, necessary to insure our survival.  
This is marketing, folks.  It seems we often view the 
“M” word negatively, perhaps because it smacks of 
unprofessionalism, perhaps because it could cost a 
lot of money, perhaps because each of us, in our own 
little spheres of influence, are as busy as we want to be.  
However, with only one oral pathologist per million 
people in the U.S., would anyone disagree that there 
is the potential for more job opportunities?  A focused 
marketing campaign can be directed towards the dual 

goals of 1) increasing awareness of our services within 
the health care system in general, and 2) highlighting 
the value-added nature of our profession to both 
medical and dental providers, as well as health care 
directors.  The Executive Council needs your input 
regarding this situation - as you can imagine, there is 
no unanimity of opinion regarding this issue.  A survey 
will soon be sent to the Fellowship, and essentially the 
thrust of this survey will be to assess your thoughts 
regarding the direction of the Academy and the future 
of our specialty.

- President’s Message continued from front page -

2003 Fellows

Kenneth Mark Anderson, DDS
Columbus, OH  USA

Julien Ghannoum, DMD
Forest Hills, NY  USA

Nagamani Narayana, DMD
Flushing, NY  USA

Ahmed A. Qannam, BDS
Buffalo, NY  USA

Parish P. Sedghizadeh, DDS
Columbus, OH  USA

Jose Luis Tapia Vazquez, DDS
Buffalo, NY  USA

Ximena Zornosa, DMD
Peachtree City, GA  USA

Retiring Applications for 2003

Emeritus Fellow
George Wysocki, DDS, PhD

Life Member
James Drummond, DDS, PhD

Banff, Canada
Clinical Pathology 

Conference Diagnosis

Case 1 – Cutaneous choristoma

Case 2 – Odontogenic myxoma

Case 3 – Craniopharyngioma

Case 4 – Turner syndrome with giant cell lesion

Case 5 – Granular cell odontogenic tumor


